Galatians 4:1-7 KJV
(1)  Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all;
(2)  But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.
(3)  Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:
(4)  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,
(5)  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.
(6)  And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
(7)  Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
I.	In verses 1-7 Paul speaks to the Galations about their birthright as sons of God and shows them the difference between being a minor and being a mature adult in Christ.
	A.  Believers in Christ are to grow and mature into the fullness of Christ.  In this process they must learn how to walk for themselves and gain control of their lives under the leadership of the Holy Spirit.
John 15:26-27 KJV
(26)  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:
(27)  And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.

John 16:5-14 KJV
(5)  But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou?
(6)  But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart.
(7)  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.
(8)  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:
(9)  Of sin, because they believe not on me;
(10)  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;
(11)  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.
(12)  I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.
(13)  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
(14)  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.
1 John 4:1-13 KJV
(1)  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.
(2)  Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:
(3)  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.
(4)  Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
(5)  They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them.
(6)  We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.
(7)  Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.
(8)  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.
(9)  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.
(10)  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
(11)  Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.
(12)  No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.
(13)  Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.
	B.	The Holy Spirit teaches and guides us through the Word of God.
2 Peter 1:16-21 KJV
(16)  For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
(17)  For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
(18)  And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.
(19)  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:
(20)  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.
(21)  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

Ephesians 4:20-24 KJV
(20)  But ye have not so learned Christ;
(21)  If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:
(22)  That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;
(23)  And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
(24)  And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
2 Timothy 2:15 KJV
(15)  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

2 Timothy 3:14-17 KJV
(14)  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;
(15)  And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
(16)  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
(17)  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

1 Thessalonians 2:13 KJV
(13)  For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.



II.	vs. 1-3, Paul compares  the Law to a legal guardian.
	A.	Galatia was under Roman control and therefore under the Roman Law.  With this in mind Paul gives an analogy of how religious legalism compares to the bondage of  the Roman law.  
		Under the law a child until he was fourteen was placed under the authority of a tutor by his father.  At age fourteen he was then placed under the control of a curator until he was twentyfive, then at the age of twentyfive could he come into his full inheritance.  Thus a minor, although heir to a noble name, great expectations, wealth, honor, power and position, was still a minor and basically was no better than a slave.
	B.	Christ has freed us from man made rules and regulations.  We are not allowed, however to do as we please. We are to master the principles that God has given us and govern ourselves, as mature adults, by these principles.

1 Corinthians 13:11 KJV
(11)  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
III.	God’s solution to bondage is found in the redemptive work of Christ.
	A.	God sent forth his Son.

	John 1:1-4 KJV
(1)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
(2)  The same was in the beginning with God.
(3)  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
(4)  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

1 Timothy 3:16 KJV
(16)  And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.
	B.	vs. 4-7, Notice the progression of growth in verses 3- 7, We began as sinners in bondage to the world(vs3), Christ redeemed us (vs 4-5), then we go through stages of growth from servant to son to heir.
		1.	Notice in verse 6, the words (ABBA, Father), ABBA is the Hebrew term for “Daddy”, so  God is our daddy and our father.

Romans 8:14-18 KJV
(14)  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
(15)  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
(16)  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
(17)  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.
(18)  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.






